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“Base Nation” Research
★  6 years (14 years total, 2001-2015)

★  > 60 current, former bases in:                                        
Cuba, Japan, South Korea, Italy, Germany, 
Britain, Honduras, El Salvador, Ecuador, Guam, 
Northern Mariana Islands, continental US

★  > 70 formal interviews; 100s informal      
conversations

★  Literature review of bases worldwide



OUTLINE
★   Trump’s Record & the Base Nation

★   US Bases Abroad: Brief History 

★   US Bases Abroad: Harms

★   What Are We Getting Out of This?

★   Optimism, Alternatives, Change 
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DIEGO GARCIA 



DIEGO GARCIA, CHAGOS ARCHIPELAGO 
(BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY)



Iraq Afghanistan







- U.S. Navy Archives, Washington, DC
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Island of Shame: The Secret History of 
the U.S. Military Base on Diego Garcia 

(Princeton University Press, 2009)

All royalties donated to the 
Chagossians 





~ 800 in 80 countries



Source: David Vine, Island of Shame: The Secret History of the U.S. Military Base on Diego Garcia (Princeton University Press, 2009)



GERMANY = 181

SOUTH KOREA = 83

JAPAN = 122
ITALY = 50

~ 800 in 80 countries





“The money we spend [abroad] is…
protecting other places, like we 
protect Saudi Arabia, we protect South 
Korea, we protect Germany, we protect 
so many other places. So I’m saying…



What are we getting out of this?”

- Presidential Candidate Donald Trump, 2016
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Pine Gap Joint Defence Space Research Facility 
Alice Springs, Australia 

23°47’53”S 133°44’12”E  



Detachment 1 - 45th Operations Group 
Antigua Air Station, Antigua and Barbuda 

17°8’14”N 61°47’29”W  



Naval Support Activity 
Manama, Bahrain 

26°12’21”N 50°36’40”E  



Navy Expeditionary Guard Battalion  
Camp Delta, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

19°54’8”N 75°6’7”W  



US Army Group BENELUX 
Chièvres Air Base, Belgium  

50°34’39”N 3°50’24”E  
 



Prime Base Engineer Emergency Force  
Camp Justice, Diego Garcia 

7º20’S 72º25’E  
 



Combined Joint Task Force (Horn of Africa) 
Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti 

11°32’50”N 43°9’29”E  



821st Air Base Group  
Thule Air Base, Greenland 
76°31’48”N 68°42’21”W  



Heavy Airlift Wing 
Pápa Air Base, Hungary 

47°21’43”N 17°29’50”E  



407th Air Expeditionary Group  
Camp Adder, Nasiriyah, Iraq 

30°56’13”N 46° 5’27”E  



Commander Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka, Japan  

35°17’32”N 139°39’35”E  



Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site 
Omelek Island, Marshall Islands 

9°2’52”N 167°44’34”E  



Central Intelligence Agency Predator Drone Launch Site  
Shamsi Airfield, Pakistan  
27°50’52”N 65°9’40”E  



379th Air Expeditionary Wing  
Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar  
25°7’4”N 51°18’59”E  

 



Rota Naval Station 
Rota, Spain 

36°38’48”N 6°20’46”W  



US National Security Agency Signals Intelligence Base  
Menwith Hill, UK  

54°0’30”N 1°41’18”W  
 



Vicenza, Italy: 
The More than Half-Billion-Dollar Base



Courtesy IPAN





U.S. Military Bases Overseas

★ ~ 800 outside 50 states, DC
★  Troops in ~170 countries (many small #s)

★  11 aircraft carriers

★  ~230 U.S. embassies, consulates overseas

★  Other countries combined ~45 foreign bases  

★  The Bill?



U.S. Military Bases Overseas

★ ~ 800 outside 50 states, DC
★  Troops in ~170 countries (many small #s)

★  11 aircraft carriers

★  ~230 U.S. embassies, consulates overseas

★  Other countries combined ~45 foreign bases  

★  The Bill? $150 billion (FY15) for bases, troops abroad





“Especially in the anti-Trump camp, getting 
rid of Trump himself (Collusion!   Corruption!  
Obstruction!  Impeachment!) has become the 
overriding imperative…. The irony of Trump 
perpetuating wars that he once roundly 
criticized and then handing the conduct of 
those wars to generals devoid of ideas for 
ending them almost entirely escapes notice.”

- Andrew Bacevich, October 2017
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~ 40 Countries



1989 2017
~ 1,600 Bases 

~ 40 Countries

~ 800 Bases 

~ 80 Countries
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“We’re  
Profiteers”

















Charles “Lucky” Luciano









Questions?



THE COSTS OF 
BASES & TROOPS ABROAD   

★ $22.1 Billion (“Overseas Cost Summary”) 
Department of Defense, “Operations and Maintenance Overview Fiscal Year 2013 Budget     
Estimates,” Washington, DC, February 2013, p. 199-202.
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THE COSTS OF 
BASES & TROOPS ABROAD

★ $22.1 Billion (“Overseas Cost Summary”) 
Department of Defense, “Operations and Maintenance Overview Fiscal Year 2013 Budget     
Estimates,” Washington, DC, February 2013, p. 199-202. 

★ $250 Billion (Dancs)  
Anita Dancs, “The Cost of the Global U.S. Military Presence,” Foreign Policy in Focus, report,  
July 3, 2009. 

★ $150 Billion (Vine 2015)



David Vine, American University 
vine@american.edu

Calculating the Costs of U.S. Military Bases and U.S. Military Presence Abroad 
All data FY2012 unless indicated by * where some data from 2004, 2008, 2011.
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The Costs of War:
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan

• 370,000 direct war deaths, combatants + 
civilians

COSTSOFWAR.ORG

http://COSTSOFWAR.ORG
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The Costs of War:
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan

• 370,000 direct war deaths, combatants + 
civilians

• 1.2 million+ total dead (w/ indirect deaths)

• 10.1 million displaced 

• $5.6 trillion: current + future U.S. costs

COSTSOFWAR.ORG

http://COSTSOFWAR.ORG


= US 
Base(s)







Alternatives
• Regular review process by Pentagon/Congress 

for every base

• Incentives for military to close unnecessary bases

• Environmental clean-up contracts for companies 
losing base contracts

• Continued cuts/restriction of overseas military 
construction $

• Moratorium on new base construction



Alternatives
• Extend Leahy Law: No bases in undemocratic 

nations

• Tax code changes so base contracts abroad do 
not offer tax advantages vs. domestic contracts

• End secret SOFAs/base agreements: Effectively 
treaties, should be subject to Congressional 
approval, public inspection

• International ban on foreign bases? Prevent 
“base races” (strict exceptions for credible 
threats, prepo, peacekeeping, monitoring)



www.ChagosRefugeesGroup.org

www.LetUsReturnUSA.org

www.ChagosSupport.org.uk

www.basenation.us

www.davidvine.net







Get Involved:
Move the Money

➡National Priorities Project: 
www.nationalpriorities.org/analysis/2014/
move-the-money/

➡American Friends Service Committee: 
www.afsc.org/resource/move-money-
action-toolkit

➡Peace Action: www.peace-action.org/
issues/move-the-money



www.basenation.us



What are we getting out of this?”

- Presidential Candidate Donald Trump, 2016









“If my son had found a decent 
employer and sufficient health 
insurance in this great land of 
ours, my son would not have had 
to sacrifice his life for his son.”





- President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953)

“Every gun that is made, every warship 
launched, every rocket fired signifies, in 
the final sense, a theft from those who 
hunger and are not fed, those who are 
cold and are not clothed.”







PROCEEDS GO TO 
ORGANIZATIONS 

SERVING VETERANS, 
THEIR FAMILIES, AND 

OTHER VICTIMS OF 
WAR 

DAVID VINE
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
VINE@AMERICAN.EDU
WWW.DAVIDVINE.NET

RESOURCES & MORE 
ON BASES: 

WWW.BASENATION.US

 




